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THE WAIT IS OVER..... 
It was great to see Charlie Coghlanõs patience finally rewarded when Heavenly 

Hop saluted at Warrnambool.  

Charlie purchased the Godõs Own colt at the Melbourne Premier Sales in 

2010, but in the mean time he has had to wait for him to grow, mature and 

overcome injury.  

As a 3 year old Heavenly Hop showed he had a stack of ability, finishing 3rd at 

his first start. However, not long after this he sustained a tendon injury and 

had to complete a vigorous      

rehabilitation program on the 

treadmill. 

After 86 weeks of patience he 

finally returned to the racetrack 

at Warrnambool where he ran a 

courageous 2nd. 

He then raced at Ballarat where 

he was hitting the line strongly to 

be beaten by a length. 

In his fourth career start at 

Warrnambool he saluted,            

continuing Charlies success as 

an owner. Charlie has been     

involved in racing for a long time, having raced horses with Arthur and the rest 

of the Smerdon Family with great success.     

Heavenly Hop spends all of his time at the Warrnambool stable, where he has 

the treadmill, beach and sand dunes to complete all of his work. 

The sources that are available to train horses at Warrnambool have been very 

beneficial for the stable and have proven to be a great asset to our training.  

POWLETT HAS BRILLIANT MONTH 
Ted Powlett couldnõt have asked for 

a better start to the New Year with 

Sophia Dorothea and My Option  

winning in January. 

Ted has been associated with the 

stables for a long time, racing his 

first horse Golden Zeus with Darren 

in 2001.  

His most successful horse to race 

with Darren was Our Option, a filly 

he brought his wife for Motherõs Day.   

When Our Option was retired from racing, Ted decided to breed from her and 

she has proven to be a fruitful mare, producing 3 winners from as many 

horses to race.  

The first foal out of the mare was Argenore, winning 5 races.  

Sophia Dorothea, the second foal, broke her Maiden status on New Years Day 

dead heating with Smiling Hussy in the Maiden 1350m Handicap at           

Burrumbeet.  

The third foal, My Option broke the track record at Donald in November when 

she won her Maiden and since then has gone from strength to strength, most 

recently winning at Warrnambool and Werribee.  

The perfect distance for My Option appears to be 1000m, with Dean Yendall 

winning all 3 races on her at the distance. 

Good Luck to Ted as he continues to breed from Our Option.  
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-Date Of Birth: 28/11/1969  

-Occupation: Stablehand  

-Favourite Horse: Pay The 

Aces 

-Favourite Stable Horse:  

Planet King  

-Favourite Jockey:  

Nash Rawiller 

-Favourite racecourse: 

Flemington 

-Favourite drink:  

Carlton Draught 

-Favourite food: Pizza 

-Favourite thing to do at work: 

Swimming horses 

-My ideal day is: Surfing, if 

only I could do it 

-If I could be anyone else I 

would be: Quinton Scott 

-If I could invite 5 people to  

dinner they would be: All my 

Family 

-My dream is: To strap a 

Grand National winner 

-Best moment in racing: Pay 

The Aces winning in Adelaide 

by 18 lengths.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Good Luck & see you in the winners circle  

WINNERS FOR  

JANUARY 
Sophia Dorothea 

Flying Omission 

My Option 

Somebodyõs Image 

Tilla Bell Rings 

Arpeggio 

Terco Chica 

Miss Godden 

Whereõs The Bar 

Aquaõs Edge 

Charge West 

Gingerboy 

Lord of Brazil 

My Option 

Sierra De Oro 

Anlon 

Heavenly Hop 

Above: Galloping on the synthetic track 

Below: Walking through the water at the 

beach 

    MICK STRIKES AGAIN 
Forest Lodge Finance Manager, Mick  

Leonard, has been having a very good run 

of late with his horse Sierra De Oro, win-

ning 3 races in her only preparation so 

far. 

The bonnie 4yo mare was a late starter to 

the race track, Mick making sure that she 

was wrapped in cotton wool for the first 3 

years of her life. 

Unfortunately for Mick ,he now has  to 

pamper his wife instead, as Sierra De Oro 

has found out what the real racing life is 

like since joining the stable in July 2012.  

òNugget,ó as she is known around the  

stables has been a model of consistency  

finishing in the top 3 in 6 of her 11 starts.  

At her most recent win she was able to 

just hang on and win the 0-68 1100m Handicap at Murtoa.   

TASSIE BOUND 
Itõs that time of year again when the Tasmania Carnival is in full swing. This 

year we have a contingent of runners heading over including Gingerboy, for 

the Derby, Hurdy Gurdy Man for the Hobart and Launceston Cups and First 

Bloom for the Strutt Stakes and Oaks.  

Ed & Robyn Shakespeare own both Hurdy Gurdy Man and First Bloom but  

unfortunately due to family commitments they are unable to make it to their 

first appearance in Tasmania. Rumour has it though that Robyn has gone 

and brought herself a new hat.   



NEWSLETTER FEED BACK 
Now that our monthly newsletter has been under way for quite some time now, we would appreciate if 

you could provide us with some feedback.  

If you can suggest any feature articles or photos you would like us to include in future editions, please 

let us know via email denita@darrenweirracing.com.au.   

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE 
For those owners interested in Darrenõs early training career, below are his first 5 winners that he 

trained.  

1st Winner 

Epaulay  

(Kingõs PartyñFaint Heart) 

Avoca 21-10-1995 

Owner: Darren Weir 

Jockey: P Young 55.5kg 

2nd Winner 

Athapascan Hero  

(ThameenñDiscrama)  

St.Arnaud 20-4-01996  

Owner: JR & S Salmi &  

Darren Weir 

Jockey: J Keating 55.5kg 

3rd Winner 

Athapascan Hero  

(ThameenñDiscrama)  

Edenhope 1-12-1996 

Owner: JR & S Salmi &  

Darren Weir 

Jockey: W Bones 57kg 

4th Winner 

Tredavoe  

(BicentenaryñCalm  

Reflections 

Ararat 7-2-1997 

Owner: Darren Weir 

Jockey: N Wilson 55kg 

5th Winner 

Tredavoe  

(BicentenartñCalm  

Reflections) 

Terang 23-2-1997 

Owner: Darren Weir 

Jockey: W Bones 56kg 


